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Brief Description of This research examines two aspects of low-income households’ car

Research Project

ownership histories

First, how and where do households acquire cars? A car is likely a
household’s most expensive durable asset. As such, understanding the
processes of acquiring a car, the constraints that households face, and the
compromises they make are crucially important.

Second, when low-income households lose access to a car, how does this
loss of mobility affect their employment, income, health, and other aspects
of their lives? There is a wealth of transportation research examining the
effects of acquiring a car, but losing a car is not well understood. This
research will focus on the effects of losing a car on access to food,
healthcare, recreational opportunities, childcare and child-serving travel,
visits with friends and family, and the search for housing and employment.
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