


They dreamed of a church that would be extraordinary  
in its impact for Christ, built in a way that would leave  

a legacy for generations to come. 
“

“



The first time I heard the story was in 1985 while 
serving as Minister to Youth right here at St. Luke’s. It 
was the 40th anniversary of this congregation, and a 
man spoke in worship, telling about a group of women 
and men who gathered in 1945 in the living room of 
Loyal and Exa Nelms, just a few blocks from where the 
church building is today. The people in that room had 
a vision of a church that would reach the folks “way out 
west of town.” But they also dreamed of a church that 
would be extraordinary in its impact for Christ, built 
in a way that would leave a legacy for generations to 
come. The man who spoke told about that first worship 
service at Lamar High School, the singing of “Holy, 
Holy, Holy,” and “God of Grace and God of Glory,” a 
fairly new hymn by Harry Emerson Fosdick. Because 
they were laying a foundation for future generations, 
they sang “The Church’s One Foundation,” and Rev. 
Durwood Fleming preached a sermon titled “Spiritual 
Foundations from the First.” 

When you go to an organization’s website, there 
is always a tab that says “About.” It might list the 
mission and/or values of the organization. But 
perhaps the most significant page in this section is 
a narrative, usually titled “Our Story.” Both people 
and organizations are products of their stories, the 
events that helped to form them and the “DNA” 
that was established at their genesis, the men and 

women whose influence drove them during various 
periods, and the challenges, victories and defeats they 
encountered along the way. Our stories matter a lot.

2020 is the 75th anniversary of St. Luke’s, and this year 
we will remember some of the people and events 
that make up our story and the way they have shaped 
our congregation to be who we are today. More 
importantly, we will consider how those 75 years are 
a springboard for what God has in store for us in the 
decades ahead. Even 35 years ago, when I heard our 
story for the first time, I was proud to be a part of it, to 
have the privilege of joining in the procession of saints 
who give of ourselves to God’s work as a part of this 
family of faith. I wonder… what legacy will we leave 
for those who come after us? I only hope we can be as 
open to God’s leading as those who sat in that living 
room 75 years ago.



You can’t imagine the impact St. Luke’s has had on my 
life.

Sixty-six years ago, when Carl and I came to St. Luke’s 
with our infant son in 1954, I was 23 years old, and St. 
Luke’s was a neighborhood church.  Friends of ours 
were members and invited us to the church. We loved 
it and stayed. I dove right in and taught kindergarten 
Sunday School, and Jan and Debbie Agee were two of 
my students. 

I sang in the Chancel Choir for years when Bob 
Bennett was the Choirmaster. I grew in my faith and 

my knowledge of scripture because when we sing 
hymns, we are often singing Bible verses. I also had 
great fun in two small choral groups, “Six of Us and 
Bob” and “Yesterday’s Children” with Ann Yeoman, 
Barbara Clinton, Emily Griffin, Yvonne Miller and Hilda 
Misenheimer. We not only had a dear friendship, but 
we gave ourselves away as we sang for the Lord. 
I made more friends when I served on the Kitchen 
Committee, the UMW, and later in the office, where we 
typed on a typewriter using carbon paper! I remember 
it took me three weeks to type up the roster and when 
it was finished, it was already out of date.

Carl jumped into a life of service at St. Luke’s as well. 
He taught the Hines Baker Men’s Bible Study Class, 
served on the Finance Committee and was Chair of 
the Administrative Board. He was dedicated to us, his 
family, to the church and to the Lord.

St. Luke’s has been with us through it all. In 1973, 
our son Craig, who was 19 at the time, had a horrific 
car accident two days before Christmas. Kenneth 
Shamblin, in the midst of Christmas Eve preparations, 
showed up at the hospital to comfort and pray with us. 
All of our pastors were attentive throughout the two 
months he was in the hospital. 
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We Pray:
25 Hours of prayer for 75 years of Ministry 

For 75 years prayer has been at the heart of who we are and whose we are. On February 19, St. 
Luke’s Prayer Ministry will host 25 hours of continual prayer to thank God for all that has happened 
in the life of this church over the past 75 years, and to ask God to guide us for the next 75 years. 

The prayer vigil will kick off with a special service in the chapel that evening at 7p.m. and will 
continue for the next 24 hours. Be one of the 75 or more people who commit to pray for an hour 
by contacting Rev. Thomas Harper at tharper@stlukesmethodist.org .



7 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  H I G H L I G H T S
January 5  75th Anniversary Kickoff
January 26  Serve 75! Challenge Launch
February 9  Children’s Piggy Bank Challenge Launch
February 19   25 Hours of Prayer for 75 Years of Ministry
September 13 Church-wide Bible Study Launch
October 18  Special worship service including music 

November 1-30  Rotunda Gallery: St. Luke’s Retrospective
November 15  Anniversary Celebration at Minute Maid Park
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commissioned for the Chancel and Handbell Choirs
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O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 
make known his deeds among the peoples.

I Chronicles 16:8
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