Michael Jordan, MS, CWE
 Bio Facts 
· Highly respected in the restaurant and wine community, Michael Jordan holds both the Certified Wine Educator Diploma from Society of Wine Educators and Master Sommelier Diploma from the International Court of Master Sommeliers. (One of only 15 people in the world to hold both diplomas) 
· He joined Jackson Family Wines in September 2013.  As the Director of Global Key Accounts, he travels the globe to work with key decision makers and hospitality industry leaders specializing in education and training sommeliers and service teams.
· Jordan’s father Matteo “Matty” Jordan (Owner of Matteo’s Italian Restaurant and “Maitre d’ to the stars”) served six different US Presidents: JFK, Johnson, Nixon, Reagan, and Ford & Clinton at his restaurant. 

· Jordan himself has served three US presidents.
· Jordan opened four top Zagat rated restaurants in OC - Pavilion, Pinot Provence, Napa Rose and THE RANCH Restaurant & Saloon*each rated at one time under his direction number 1 in the OC (Orange County, CA)! 

· Jordan has worked as an Executive Chef, General Manager and Sommelier/Wine Director with long and extensive experience in the Food Service industry. 
· After creating wine programs for Both Pinot Provence and Napa Rose, both restaurants have been awarded Food and Wine magazine’s “Best New Wine List” 
· Under Jordan’s direction the Napa Rose wine program received the Wine Enthusiast magazine’s highest wine award – Award of Ultimate Distinction – from 2004-2009 
· Touted as “Sommelier for the people”, his weekly CRN digital talk radio show, "What's Cooking With Wine," reaches 11 million homes in 250 markets, aims to help demystify wine for consumers across the country. 
· Jordan also chairs the Los Angeles International Wine Competition – now 75 years running and the oldest competition in America. 
· Active organizer of Hawaii’s Kapalua Wine & Food Festival-the oldest in the country 

· At home in OC, Jordan grows 80 different types of organic heirloom tomatoes, supplying each of his restaurants with them. He planted a 2-acre farm with organically grown heirloom vegetables for THE RANCH. 
· Personally, developed and taught the sommelier classes resulting in over 1500 students from Disney alone passing the Court of Sommeliers Exams and all 45 working in Napa Rose! (Most in any restaurant in world) and 100’s more from other restaurants.
· Jordan was responsible for bringing first Court of Master Sommelier Exam to ever be held in Southern California (now annually 2001 to present) and the first MS exams to China (in Hong Kong and Singapore 2009, and Shanghai in 2010)
· Over 40 yrs in restaurant business. He began washing dishes and as a prep cook in his dad’s celebrity hangout Matteo’s restaurant.  There he worked his way up to Executive Chef of their two restaurants in Hawaii, then general manager and ultimately Director of Operations of five Matteo’s Restaurants in California and Hawaii. 

· Owner/Chef of Bella Teresa Restaurant with wife Teresa in Corona del Mar, California
· Jordan’s passion for food and wine extends to his love for music.  Since 1970, he’s played in not only in bands, but also with many notable greats: Albert Lee, Dave Mason, George Harrison, Stevie Wonder, David Pack, David Benoit, Mike Nelson, Rosie Flores, etc…impromptu “free form” living room-style jam sessions with major players were the norm in all of his restaurants! 

· Graduate of Kalani High School, Honolulu 

· University of Hawaii, and Kapiolani Food Service Mgt. Program
Personal recognition & awards:

· 2012 Food & Beverage Director of the Year – Southern California Restaurant Writers

· 2008 Sommelier of the Year – Whitefish Wine & Food Summit

· 2008 General Manager of the Year – Southern California Restaurant Writers

· 2006 Restaurant Professional of the Year – Orange Coast Magazine

· 2005 American Sommelier of the Year – Cordon Du Vin World Society

· 2005 Wine Educator of the Year – STARWINE

· 2005 General Manager of the Year – Orange Coast Magazine

· 2002 Sommelier of the Year – Southern California Restaurant Writers

· 2001 Sommelier of the Year – California Restaurant Writer’s Assn.

